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Farms, Preservation, and Transportation

M. Kelly is experienced in conducting and nanagi ng envi ronnent d studes far avariety o
prgects inthe pubdic and private sectors throughout the Md-Alantic region. She has nan-
aged project sinvaving cultura, natural, and soci oecononc resources. M. Kelly has seam
lessly integrated pudic inva venent activities into the NBPA process, paticdalyinthe fam
of outreach to farners and special interest groups Activities have included the use of GS
inconjunction wth farner interviews, fornal and infornal public infornation neetings, and
i npact assessnent s

S nce 1989, the Pennsylvania Agricultural Land Preservation Board has pre-
served atata of 2,073 farns, wich conined tot al s 247, 157 acres. Wth

these nunters, RPennsyl vania | eads the nation in nunber of farns and tot & Ewir(%in;&eenal%lixémst
nunber of acres preserved (Pennsyl vania Bureau of Farnhand
Preservation).

With the increase in farmpreservation, there has al so been an i ncreased avareness by the general
public, conservation organizations, and PEN\DOI to the inport ance of keepi ng farnabl e acreage
actively farned These astoundi ng figures bring to light the inport ance of working wth and hel ping the
farners in their conservation and preservation techni ques.

An agricultural assessnent is conducted for each PENNDOT project thet hes the potentid to inpadt
farmhand. During this assessnent, which is of varying nagnitude depending on the size of the

i nprovenent project, input is received fromthe farming conmunity. This usud |y inva ves direct con-
tact wth the farmproperty owner and tenant farner. It isdsoinpot at torecedve the imput o the vari -

ous governnent al agencies and nonprofit organi zati ons that have an interest in the preservati on of
farnhand.

BEarly coordination wth the farning conmunity is key to transport aion prgect s invd ving active agicd -
tud laxs. This coordination cones in nany forns. It can invove letters to the conmuni ty, booths at
public neetings, and/or specia neetings set up specifically for the farning conmunity. This coor di na-
tion nay occur a the prelininary alternative ana ysis st age as vl | as the det aled dtermative adysis
$ age.

Atea theintid oot act wth the property ower is nade, aninterviewis scheduled. It is best to conduct
these interviews at the farm hovever, if thisis not posside atdepoe inevieva aneeing a
another |ocation can aso be appropriate. These interviews provide pertinent infornation on the farm
incdluding, but not linited to, the falowng type of operations, crop acreage and yie ds, |ivestock num
bers and narkets, prinary water sources, access routes to farmparceds, add agicutud-reated buld-
ings and equi pnent on the property. Utinatdy, this infornationis cdlected to mnnmze as nany
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i npadt s to farnhand as possi bl e.

Geographi ¢ Infornation System(GS nay also be utilized during the interviewprocess. As the farner
identifies features, they can be directly added to the GS dat abase. This G S dat abase provi des an
exce lent tod ing the inpact analysis in deternining wi ch aternmative wll inpact the |east anount
T of farnhand,

Dring the dternative analysis, identifying those that are nore d srup-
tive to farmaoperati ons hel ps est abli sh vhich aternatives shou d be dis-
mssed. Specific inpadt s to farmparcel s and access routes are deter -
mned. Aso inportant is deternmining wether a farmwl| be bisected,
wether a portion of the faamwll be lef t inaccessible to farm ad
whether the prinary access wll be | ost.

A kelly confers wth a property Throughout this process, PEN\DOT recogni zes the federal and st ae
omer to conduct an agricutura | gng gnd policies relating to farnhand. These policies include PA Act
1979-100; PA Act 1981-43; 4 PA Qde Chapter 7, Agricultural Land Preservation Rolicy (ALFP; PA Act
515 of 1966, PAAct 319 of 1974; and 7 UBC 4201 Farnhand Protection Policy Act (FPPA. Ria tothe
condermati on of productive agricultural |and, PEN\DOT nust prove to the Agricutural Lands
Gondemmat i on Approval Board (ALCMB that there are no other prudent or feasible alternatives tothis

aoqi siti on

To continue to minimze the conversion of farmhand to norragricultura uses and hel p Rennsyl vani a
nai nt dnits lead in farnhand preservation, farmand assessnent s should be used as a tod to avoid as
nany inpat s to these resources as possibl e
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@l leen Kelly can be contacted at ckel | y@dnarbl e. comor 484-533- 2552.



