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An Introduction to Cultural Landscapes

Brbara Qyp is an architectural historian wth over eight years of experience in cuturd
resource nanagenent. She has extensive experience in the prepadion o hstaic
resources surveys, historic contexts, assessnent of ef fect docunents, and HABSY HAER
recordations. M. Qpp has worked throughout the Md-Alantic region surveying a wde
variety of properties includng architecturd, agricdtuad, industrid, ad eng neering
resources. She is particdarly knowedgesble of the qualifications necessary for bath
National Hstoric Landnark and National Register listings. M. Gpp neet s the Depart nent
of the Interior’s professional requirenent s as specified in 36 GRPart 61

Quer the past 25 years, there has been a growng interest in how peopl e
have af fected the entire landscape, nat just the built enviromnent. Any Bar bara Copp

| andscape that has been al tered by hunan activity can be terned a cul - Autectural
tural landscape. Gitural |andscapes include natural el enent s such as

t opogr aphy, veget @ion, sal, ad vater. Qjects, such as fences, wvals, bridges, dans, and signage,
are dso pat o thecdtua landscape Fnaly, buildings and their arrangenent and distribution in the
| andscape are inport ant features of the cuturd |andscape.

Qitural landscapes are identified interns of the intentions of the people that have shaped them
Three general types of cultural |andscapes, which are not nutual |y excl usive, are discussed bel ow.
Future issues of Surroundings wil address these | andscape types.

Desi gned | andscapes are usua |y crested wth a cert ain aesthetic purpose in mind. Girdens, canpus-
es, parks, ceneteries, parkways, and planned cities are types of designed cultural |andscapes. Vien
conducting National Register eligibility eval uations, designed | andscapes nay be associated wth a
significat person, trend, or evert in landscape architecture.

\ernacul ar | andscapes are not pl anned and have evd ved over tine wth mitiple |ayers of physica,

bdogcd, adcdtud ativity. Function plays a signficant rde in the devel opnent of these types of

| andscapes. The nost recogni zed type of |and- use associ ated wth vernacul ar | andscapes is agricul -
ture. However, vernacul ar |andscapes are present in a nunber of settings, including urban, conmer -
cid, recreatiod, industrid, and suburban Vernacul ar | andscapes can vary in size froman i ndivi dual
famtoarud histaicdstrict o fans locaed dog ariver vdley.

B hnographi ¢ | andscapes reflect the beliefs, val ues, and vorl d-views shared by a group of peopl e
wichthrks of itself as having a conmon identity. That idertity can be ethnicity, riadity, dass
gender, religion, or sonething el se. Exanples of ethnographi c | andscapes incl ude sacred sites and
cont enpor ary conmuni ti es.
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Wen docunenting and eval uating cultural |andscapes, it is inportant to underst and howthe | and-
scape has evol ved over tine. This begins wth the docunent ation of existing condtions, wich pro-
vides the foundation for nany future steps, fromfied vark to evd uationss. A D Mrble & Gonpary ui -
lizes GStorecord existing conditions dat aa G@Sis aso used early on in the docunent ation process to
determine how natural | andscape variabl es, such as soil productivity and flood plains, have infl uenced
hunan activity on the | andscape.

Wing histaric research and fied visits, an accurate under -
$ andi ng of the appearance of the |andscape at point sin
tine can be reached. Hstoric aeria's, naps, photographs,
S0 engravi ngs, and contenporary witten account s are espe-
| A cidly uisefu researchtods. Through on-site exaninati ons
of the landscape it is aso possible to "read" | andscape fea-
& tures, such as a rowof trees aong a property boundary, to
4 determne how the property nay have appeared in the
& pa.

x : > S To criticaly and yze changes to the | andscape over tine,

A D Mrble and Gnpany is currently working on a | gyers show ng the appearance of the | andscape at various
ect in Lancaster Qunty that hes idetified a lar . . . .
\%znmlgdw | ancscape miy?ﬂwn bedocunented_r?lngs dates are added over the GS napping of existing condi -
eval uated accor to Nti jster criteria This tj j i i -
ool o riral | g isassoc'?gted vith erly set . tl_ds. \ﬁaNr\gtfle_Iand§cape inthis nanner shows the per

L:ﬁamagtam; trelfamrgﬁpraa;/técs of trﬁapm@; sistence or d scontinuation of patterns on the | andscape.
tr in icuture t e : 5 ;
oo o ver & B0 period of T O asnaller scale this process alovs historians to deter -
nne approxi nate dates of the construction or renoval of
ind vidual |andscape features. This infornation is aso used to determine if the | andscape ret ans sufif -

et irtegity for the periad of tine far wichit is istaricaly sigificart.

Further gui dance on the docunent ati on and eval uation of cutura |andscapes is available on the web:
http://ww2. cr.nps.go/Hi/.
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If youwoud like any additiond infornation onthis topic, please cot act Barbara Gopp at 717- 731- 9588.



