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Rare, Threatened & Endangered Plant Species:
An Approach to Corridor Studies

M. Wtnan is an environnental scientist experienced in conducting natural resource studies and

envi ronnent al  assessnent docunents, as well as wetland assessnents. She has worked on nunerous
vetlands related projects throughout the Md-Alantic region. An experienced botanist, sheis qualified by
the Pennsyl vania Natural Dversity Inventory Departnent of onservation and Natural Resources, to con-

duct threatened and endangered pl ant speci es surveys. DEnar)na Wtr‘;Jan
Vi r onnent
Asspringisjust aroud the bend, it stinetostat thinking Ratsl Nt just ay pats Sietist

but those that are rare, threatened, and endangered (RTE. Hopeful ly you sent in your
inury leterstoyar st ate and or federal agencies for infornation regarding yor proects, and the respons-
es have al ready reached your desk.

If yourecelve a letter froman agency identifying a knom or potentia occurrence for an RTE pl ant speci es,
aquified bat anist (qualifications depend on the st ate), shoud be cont acted in order to conduct the neces-
say studes. Athough nost DOl prgects thet invdve RTE plant
species can be conpleted in areaively short period of tine, there
ae pgects such as corridor studies, which nay require a nore
intensive e fat. The followng is an approach to conducti ng RTE sur -
veys for corridor prgect s wich nay t ake nore than one fiel d season
to conplete based on a nunter of factors. These factors could
incl ude changes in the study area, weather patterns, bl oomng peri -
ok of pats dc

Tre first step, is to cat act the resource agency to verify the infor -
nation cont ained in the correspondence recei ved. Od the RIE st a-
tus of the plant change since the letter was sent? Wiat is the age of
the recorded pl ant species? Wo found the plant? Al thisinfarnation
iswdfu. Ater it has been deternmined that a survey is necessary,
background infornation can be collected frombot aicd tedt refer -
ences, herbari umspeci nens, and local bot aists

The next step is to create a user-friendy field nap wth base nap-
ping - land cover napping or UBDA aerias. Sone proects invdve
nappi ng | and cover types, or Anderson Land Wse. If this napping is

avalade for thecaridor, it shoud prove extrenal y hel pfu.
Severd species require mitiple suvey years for poten-  However, if land cover napping is unavailadle dgtd aai -
tid retitat, such as the small-whorl ed pogonia (Istria als fromthe USDA can aso be very hel pfu, dthouwgh mt

nedeol oi des) . . .
Phot ograph courtesy of the Endangered Hants of Qtario Wrld al\ﬁays the nost current. Ag'd cotannga horizot d and

Wi de Vébsite verticd axis is overlain on the base napping and |and
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cover, or UBDAaerids wth the study area boundaries. G ten tines, the base napping wll cont an coord nate
systens, such as State Hane, or longitude and latitude, which can be slightly nodified to acconmodat e type
and size of the study. Each cell of the grid is designated wth a phabetica and nuneric | abel s.

Qe the gridis set up, the field survey nap should be used on a prelim
inary field scoping to eimnate aress that do not qualify as patertiad hed -
ta fa thet argeted species and highlight areas of paticda inerest, wich
nay require intensive survey. Ntet aki ng and docunent ati on shoul d begi n
fromthe nonent a study i s undert aken.

| have found this approach very usefu on several nouiti-year corridor sur -
veys. The approach i nvol ves very little set-up tine and can be a great tine
saver when it cones tine to survey and later to wite the necessary
report s

Wien the field surveys begin, the grid becones especially inport ant for naint aning specific ad det aled
records over the course of multi-nonth or nolti-year surveys. Several species require nmultiple survey years
fo paetid hebtat (ex., snall-vhorled pogonia [ Isotria nedeol oi des]). Notes should include details of whet
was surveyed, what was di scounted and why, what was observed, date, tine, nane(s) of surveyors, etc. As
the various areas are surveyed, a label can be att ached to the field nap for easy reference. The grid system
also alows for easy coordination wth engineers and resource agencies when and if the need for di scussing
a found RTE plat ari ses.

If en RTE plant is found, coordination wth your client and the appropriate agency shoul d begin i nmedi ately.
A Threat ened or Endangered pl ant shoul d never be renoved, transplanted, or harned in any way, asthey ae
al protected by law

M. Wtnan can be reached in AD Mrble & Gnpany s Gonshohocken of fice in Pennsyl yania at 484-533-
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